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tors. Bermuda is well known to be a much more
healthy climate; from the land not being so high.,
the weather is less variable, and the temperature.,
of course, more equal. Madeira, notwithstanding,
has two advantages over Bermuda, worthy of con-
sideration ; it presents more agreeable and better
society, and offers greater facilities of intercourse
with England; so that the accounts from home
are more frequent and recent.

I left town in the afternoon, to dine with Mr,
Webster Gordon, who resides at the mount near
the Church of Nc-stra Senhora del Monte, about
three miles in the country ; where I was invited
with Captain Owen and some of his officers. They
went on horseback, while I, being still rather an
invalid, hired a palanquin by the advice of my
friend, Mr. Shortridge. Having heard a good
deal of the luxury of palanquin travelling in the
East, I thought it would be a very pleasant mode
of conveyance on a hot day ; but instead of finding
it swing loftily, like a hammock, as I expected, I
discovered much to my mortification, that, when on
the shoulders of the bearers, it was raised only about
eighteen inches from the ground, and consisted of
a solid frame of wood, suspended from a pole with
two iron stanchions, and covered on each sicH by
a cloth flung over the pole, to serve as a curtain.
In this I was placed, in a half sitting, half recum-
bent posture, which I need scarcely observe was
not very agreeable. When I got out to call at a